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3. Affumption; claim to notice. 

Defpife not thefe few enfuing pages ; for never was any 
thing of this pretence more ingenuoufly imparted. Evelyn. 

4. Claim true or falfe. 

Spirits in our juft pretences arm’d 
Fell with us. Milton. 

Primogeniture cannot have any pretence to a right of folely 
inheriting property or power. Locke. 

5. Shakefpeare ufes this word with more affinity to the original 
Latin, for fomething threatened, or held out to terrify. 

I have conceived a moft faint neglect of late, which I have 
rather blamed as my own jealous curiofity, than as a very 
pretence and purpofe of unkindnefs. Shakefp. 

In the great hand of God I ftand, and thence 
Againft the undivulg’d pretence I fight 
Of treas’nous malice. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

He hath writ this to feel my affection for your honour, and 
to no other pretence of danger. Shakefp. King Lear. 

To PRETE'ND. v. a. [ preetendo , Lat. pretendre, Fr.] 

1. To hold out 5 to ftretch forward. This is mere Latinity, 
and not ufed. 

Lucagus, to lafli his horfes, bends 
Prone to the wheels, and his left foot pretends. Drydcn. 

2. To portend ; to forefhow. Not in ufe. 

All thefe movements feemed to be pretended by moving of 
the earth in Suffex. Hayward. 

3. To make any appearance of having; to allege falfely. 

This let him know, 

Left wilfully tranfgreffing he pretend 


rprifai; 


Surprilal. # Milton. 

What reafon then can any man pretend againft religion, 
when it is fo apparently for the benefit, not only of human 
fociety, but of every particular perfon. 'Tillotfon. 

4. To fhow hypocritically. 

’Tis their intereft to guard themfelves from thofe riotous 
•effects of .pretended zeal, nor is it lefs their duty. L). of Piety. 

5. To hold out as a delufive appearance ; to exhibit as a cover 
of fomethihg hidden. This is rather Latin. 

^Warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth ; left that too heav’nly form, pretended 
To hellifh falfhood, fnare them. Milton's Par. Lojl. 

6. To claim. In this fenfe we rather fay, pretend to. 

Chiefs fhall be grudg’d the part which they pretend. Dry. 
Are they not rich ? what more can they pretend? Pope. 

Fo Pre'tend. v. n. 

1. To put in a claim truly or falfely. It is feldom ufed witnout 
fhade of cenfure. 

What peace <fori be, where both to one pretend ? 

But they more diligent, and we more ftrong. Drydcn. 
In thofe countries that pretend to freedom, princes are fub- 
je£t to thofe laws which their people have choien. Swift. 

2. To prefume on ability to do any thing; to profefs prefump- 

tuoufly. . 

Of the ground of rednefs in this fea are we not fully fatis- 
fied ; for there is another red fea, whofe name we pretend 
not to make out from thefe principles. Brown. 

Prete'nder. n.f [from pretend.] One who lays claim to 
any thing. 

The prize was difputed only till you were feen ; now all 
pretenders have withdrawn their claims. Drydcn. 

Whatever vi&ories the feveral pretenders to the empire ob¬ 
tained over one another, they are recorded on coins without 
the leaft reflexion. Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

The numerous pretenders to places would never have been 
kept in order, if expedition had been cut off. Swift. 

To juft contempt ye vain pretenders fall. 

The people’s fable and the fcorn of all. Pope. 

Pretenders to philofophy or good fenfe grow fond of this 

fort of learning. » . r ™ ts * 

Prete'ndingly. cidv. [from pretending.] Arrogantly; pre- 

lu 7hale ^particular reafon to look a little pretendingly ;at 

C . Collier on Pride. 

prelent. _ . 

Prete'nsion. n.f [prctenfio , Lat. pretention , rr.J 

1. Claim true or falfe. 

But if to unjuft things thou doft pretend, 

Ere they begin, let thy pretenfions end. Denham. 

Men indulge thofe opinions and pra&ices, that favour their 

pyetenfms. rl .. - L 

The commons demand that the confulfhip fhould lie m 

common to th o. pretenfions of any Roman. wift. 

2. Fictitious appearance. A Latin phrafe or fenfe. 

This was but an invention and pretenfion given out by the 

Spanns. , dT’ 

Pre'tek. n.f. [prater, Lat.] A particle, which prefixed to 
words of Latin original, fignifies befde. 
Pre'terimperfect. adj. In grammar, denotes thetenfe not 

PRETERIT, adj. Ipreterit , Fr. prateritus , Lat.] Paft. _ 
Preteri'tion. n.f. [preterition, Fr. from preterit. \ 1 he act 

of going paft; the ftate of being paft.‘ 

Pre'teritness. n.f [from preterit.’] State of being paft, 
not prefence 3 not futurity. 
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We cannot conceive a preteritnefs ft ill backwards in infi¬ 
nitum, that never was prefent, as we can an endlefs futurity' 
that never will be prefent; fo that though one is potentially 
infinite, yet neverthelefs the other is pofitively finite : and this 
reafoning doth not at all afted the eternal exiftence of the 
adorable divinity, in whofe invariable nature there is no paft 
nor future. Bentley's Sermons, 

Preterla'psed. adj. [ pr&terlapfus, L at.] Paft and gone. 
We look with a fuperftitious reverence upon the accounts 
of preterlapfed ages. Glanvill's Scepf. 

Never w o there fo much of either, in any preterlapfed 
as in this. Walker. 

Preterlegal, adj. [prefer and legal] Not agreeable to 
law. 

I expeded fome evil cuftoms preterlegal, and abufes per¬ 
fon al, had been to be removed. King Charles. 

Pretermission, n.f. [ pretermijfion , Fr. practermijfio , Lat.] 
The ad of omitting. 

To Pretermi't. v. a. [pustermitto, Lat.] Topafsby. 
The fees, that are termly given to thefe deputies, for re- 
compence of their pains, I do purpofely pretermit ; becaufe 
they be not certain. Bacon. 

PRETERNATURAL, adj. [pmter and natural.] Different 
from what is natural; irregular. 

We will enquire into thecaufeof this vile and preternatural 
temper of mind, that fhould make a man pleafe himfelf with 
that, which can no ways reach thofe faculties, which nature 
has made the proper feat of pleafure. South's Sermons . 

That form, which the earth is under at prefent, is preter¬ 
natural , like a ftatue made and broken again. Burnet. 

Pre'ternaturally, adv. [from preternatural.] In a man¬ 
ner different from the common order of nature. 

Simple air, preternaturally attenuated by heat, will make 
itfeif room, and break and blow up all that which refifteth 
it. Bacon's Nat. Bijl. 

Pre'ternatur alness. n. f [from preternatural] Manner 
different from the order of nature. 

^PreTerPERFECT, adj. [prateritum perfect um, Lat.] A gram¬ 
matical term applied to the tenfe which denotes time abfolutely 
paft. 

The fame natural averfion to loquacity has of late made a 
confiderable alteration in our language, by clofing in one fyl- 
lable the termination of our preterperfedt tenfe, as drown’d, 
walk’d, for drowned, walked. Addifon'sSpectator. 

Preterpluperfect. adj. [prateritum plufquam perfettv.m, 
Lat.] The grammatical epithet for the tenfe denoting time 
relatively paft, or paft before fome other paft time. 

Prete'xt. n.f. [prat ext us, Lat. pretexte , Fr.J Pretence, 
falfe appearance ; falfe allegation. 

My pretext to ftrike at him admits 
A good conftruction. Shakefp. Coriolamsi 

Under this pretext, the means he fought 
To ruin fuch whofe might did much exceed 
His pow’r to wrong. Daniel's Civil Win. 

As chymifts gold from brafs by fire would draw, 

Pretexts are into treafon forg’d by law. Denham. 

I fhall not fay with how much, or how little pretext of rea¬ 
fon they managed thofe difputes. Decay of Piety. 

They fuck the blood of thofe they depend upon, under a 
pretext of lervice and kindnefs. L Ef range. 

Pre'tor. n. f [prator, Lat. preteur, Fr.] The Roman judge. 
It is now fometimes taken for a mayor. 

Good Cinna, take this paper; 

And look you lay it in the pretor s chair. Shakejp. 

Porphyrius, whom you Egypt’s pretor made, 

Is come from Alexandria to your aid. Dryden. 

An advocate, pleading the caufe of his client before one 0 
th epretors, could only produce a fingle witnefs, m appint 
where the law required two. Speilator, N 55 • 

Pre'torian. adj. [pretorianus, Lat. preiorien, Fr.] Ju icia > 

exercifed by the pretor. . . /i ar- 

The chancery had th zpretorian power for equity; tne i 
chamber had the cenforian power for offences. f ‘V 

Pre'ttily. adv. [from pretty.] Neatly; elegantly; pleating; 
without dignity or elevation. 

How prettily the young fwain feems to , ay. 

The hand was fair before. Sbakefp. Winter • 

One faith prettily ; in the quenching of the flame o a p 
ftilent ague, nature is like people that come to quench t ^ 

of a houfe ; fo bufy, as one letteth another. 

Children, kept out of ill company, take a pride ^ 

themfelves prettily, after the fafliion of others. 

Prettiness. n.Jj. [from pretty.] Beauty without d 3 y 
neat elegance without elevation. , • the 0 x, 

There is goodlinefs in the bodies of animals, a ^ n , ]ion> 
greyhound and flag; or majefty and ftatelinefs, as5 or 

horfe, eagle and cock ; grave; awfulnefs, ^ lbrt 0 f b irds; 
elegancy and prettinefs, as in leffer dogs and n j\dore> 

all which are feveral modes of beauty _ omongft the 
Thofe drops of prettinefs, fcattenngly fprmkled 
creatures, were defigned to. defecate and exalt our ^ 
tions, not to inveigle or detain our paffions. prETTT*' 




Dryden. 

Addifon. 
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PRETTY. adj. [praet* finery > Sax. pretto, Italian ; prat, prat- 
tigh, Dutch.] 

1. Neat; elegant ; pleafirig without furprife or elevation. 

Of thefe the idle Greeks have many pretty tales. Raleigh. 
They found themfelves involved in a train of miftakes, by 
taking up fome pretty hypothefis in philofophy. JVattt. 

2 . Beautiful without grandeur or dignity. 

The pretty gejitleman is the moft complaifarit creature in 
the world, and is always of my mind. Spedldtor. 

3. It is ufed in a kind of diminutive contempt in poetry, and 
in converfation : as, a pretty fellow indeed ! 

A pretty talk; and fo I told the fool. 

Who needs muft undertake to pleafe by rule. 

He’ll make a pretty figure in a triumph. 

And ferve to trip before the victor’s chariot. 

4. Not very fmall. This is a vefy vulgar ufe. 

A knight of Wales, with {hipping and fome pretty com¬ 
pany, did go to difeover thofe parts. Abbot. 

Cut off the ftalks of cucumbers, immediately after their 
bearing, clofe by the earth, and then caft a pretty quantity of 
earth upon the plant, and they will bear next year before the 
ordinary time. Bacon's Nat. Hift. 

I would have a mount of fome pretty height, leaving the 
wall of the enclofure breaft high. Bacon s EJfays. 

Of this mixture we put a parcel into a crucible, and fuffered 
it for a pretty while to continue red hot. Boyle. 

A weazle a pretty way off ftood leering at him. L'EJlr. 
Pre'tty. adv. In fome degree. This word is ufed before 
adverbs or adjectives to intend their fignification: it is lefs 
than very. 

The world begun to be pretty well flocked with people, 
and human induftry drained thofe unhabitable, placfcs. Burnet. 

I fhall not enquire how far this lofty method may advance 
the reputation of learning; but I am pretty fure ’tis no 
great addition to theirs who ufe it. Collier. 

A little voyage round the lake took up five days, though 
the wind was pretty fair for us all the while. Addifon. 

I have a fondnefs for a project, and a pretty tolerable genius 
that way myfelf. Addijon's Guardian, N« 107. 

Thefe colours were faint and dilute, unlefs the light was 
trajected obliquely; for by that means they became pretty 
v hdd. . _ Newton's Opticks. 

This writer every where infinuates, and, in one place, 
pretty plainly profeffes himfelf a fincere chriflian. Atterbury. 

" The copper halfpence are coined by the publick, and every 
piece worth pretty near the value of the copper. Swift. 

The firft attempts of this kind were pretty modeft. Baker. 
To PREWAIL. v. n. [prevaloir, Fr. pravalcre, Lat.] 

To be in force; to have effeCt ; to have power; to have in¬ 
fluence. 

. This cuftoih makes the fhort-fighted bigots, and the wa¬ 
rier fcepticks, as far as it prevails. Locke. 

2k To overcome; to gain the fuperiority. With on or upon\ 
fometimes over or againjl. 

They that were your enemies, are his* 

And have prevail'd as much On him as you. Shakefp. 

Nor is it hard for thee to preferve me amidft the unjuft ha¬ 
tred and jealoufhefs of too many, which thou haft fuffered to 
prevail upon me. King Charter. 

1 told you then he fhould prevail, and fpeed 
On his bad errand. Milton. 

The millenium prevailed long againjl the truth upon the 

ftren S‘ h a “J h ° rit y- Decay of Piety. 

While Malbro’s cannon thus prevails by land, 

Britain s fea-chiefs by Anna’s high command, 

Refiftlefs o’er the Thufcan billows ride. 

Thus fong could prevail 
O'er death apd o'er hell, 

A conqueft how hard and how glorious ; 

T hough fate had faft bound her 
With Styx nine times round her, 

^ et mufick and love were victorious. Pope 

I Ins kingdom could never prevail againjl the united power 
of England. V- y t 

3- To gain influence ; to operate effectually. 

4. I o perfuade or induce by entreaty. It has with, upon or on 
before the perfon perfuaded. 1 

With minds obdurate nothing prevailed, as well they that 
preach, as they that read unto fuch, fhall ftill have caufe to 
complain with the prophets of old, who will give credit unto 
our teaching? Hooker, b. v. f. 22 . 

1-ie was prevailed with to reftrain the earl of Briftolupon 
rus hrlt arrival. 

'~r'i r . r Clarendon. 

r ine lerpent with me 

Perfuafively have fo prevail'd, that I 
Have alio tafted. 

1 hey are more in danger to go out of the way> who are 

W onew-ll A’ th ; ° f , a gUide ’ tha ‘ i( is a " hundred 

and U Tt , m ‘ fiead l 11 ™’ than he that hss not taken a ftep. 
and ,S hkeher to be prevailed on to enquire .far the righl 

TT here arc four forts of arguments that men, in their re-1- 
nings With others, make uleof to prevail on them. Locke. 


Blackmore. 


Rowe. 
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The gods pray 

He would refume the conduit of the day. 

Nor let the world be loft in endlefs night; 

Prevail'd upon at laft, again he took 

The harnefs’d fteeds, that ftill with horror fhook. Addif 
Upon affurances of revolt, the queen was prevailed with 
to fend her forces upon that expedition. Swift . 

Prevail upon fome judicious friend to be your conftant 
hearer, and allow him the utmoft freedom. Swift. 

Prevailing, adj. [from prevail.] Predominant; having 
moft influence. 

Probabilities, which crofs men’s appetites and prevailing 
paffions, run the fame fate : let never fo much probability 
hang on one fide of a covetous man’s reafoning, and money 
on the other, it is eafy to forefee which will outweigh. Ldcke . 
Save the friendlefs infants from oppreffion ; 

Saints fhall aflift thee with prevailing prayers. 

And warring angels combat on thy fide. 

Prevai'liIient. n. f. [from ■ revail.] Prevalence. 

Meflengers 

Of fkrongprevailment in unharden’d youth. Shakefp . 

Pre'vale^ce. \h. f. [prevalence, Fr. pravale?itia, low Lat.] 

Pre'valency. 5 Superiority; influence; predominance. 

The duke better knew, what kind of arguments were of 
prevalence with him. Clarendon . 

Others finding that, in former times, many churchmen 
were employed in the civil government, imputed their want- 
ing of thefe ornaments their predeceffors wore, to the power 
and prevalency of the lawyers. Clarendoni 

Animals, whofe foreleg;; fupply the ufe of arms, hold, if 
hot an equality in both, aprevalency oft times in the other; 

Brown s Vulgar ErrourSi 
Why, fair one, would you not rely 
On reaforfs force with beauty’s join’d ; 

Could I their prevalence deny, 

I muft at once be deaf and blind. Prion 

Leaft of all does this precept imply, that we fhould com¬ 
ply with any thing that the prevalence of corrupt fafhion has 
made reputable. Rogers's Set ’mons . 

Prevalent, adj. [pravalens, Lat.] Vi&orious ; gamine fu- 
periorify. ® 

Brennus told the Roman ambaffadors, that prevalent arms 
were as good as any title, and that valiant men might, ac¬ 
count to be their own as much as they could get. Raleigh . 

On the foughten field, 

Michael and his angels prevalent encamping. Milton. 
The conduct of a peculiar providence made the inftruments 
of that great defign prevalent and vi&orious, and all thofe 
mountains of oppofition to become plains. South's Sermons 

2 . Predominant; powerful. 

Eve ! eafily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from heav’n defeends ; 

But, that from us ought fhould afeend to heav’n. 

So prevalent, as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bleft ; or to incline his will; 

Hard to belief may feem. Milton's Par. Lofl 

L his was the moft received and prevalent opinion, when I 
firft brought my colleffion up to London. P hhoduTrd 

Prevalently, adv. [from prevalent.] Powerfully; forcibly, 

1 he ev ning-ftar fo falls into the main, 1 ' 

To PR£ r f A a WcTTT re ^ W T^ brisht . t Pri ° r - 

p r I [prrtvaricor, Lat. prevariauer , 

* r J Fo cavil; to quibble ; to fhuffle. * 

chanreanH e ; , < i!. ther M difa T ldIed ° r qU ' te Plicated through 
felves g d a!teratlon of t,mes > y« they are good in them- 

He prevaricates with his own underftanding, and llot 
fenoufly confider the ftrength, and difeern the fvidence of ar- 
gumentanons againft his defires. 

truft . ° 6Ver hel P ed hin J to this citation, I defire he will never 
that he would*wilfully pZtiaf.^ ^ ^ ^slk/ingtll. 

Prevarica'tor n r r*- • T ■““•dtfon s Freeholder. 

from^ prevaricate. ] 'a c£vii1 P ,evaric ^ ur ^- 

^rlventive^-^' ^^^at.] Preceding; going before; 
From the mercy-feat above 

TT i , th y indulgent care 

Had not preveh d, among imbody’d fhades 

l now had wander’d 7 

20 K 


__ Philips. 

To PREVE'NT. 























































































































































































































